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A group of students from a school of Malappuram district went to watch the Jumbo Circus with their
teachers. That was how the kids saw movies and Circuses during those days. While all others were
captivated by the acrobats soaring through the sky and jokers sending the audience into peals of
laughter, one particular kid was fascinated by the musical instruments on the raised platform. There
was one peculiar shining instrument that got his attention the most. Next day when all other boys
were describing the events of the circus this excited little boy was day dreaming and he imagined
himself playing his favourite songs on the shiny instrument.

As he played saxophone right before lunch break on the second day of our TB Kottayam meet, he was
again that excited little schoolboy. Let's know more about this music and saxophone lover.

Manoj N
Bank of India
Puthenpeedika Branch

Manoj is the eldest of the three sons of the teacher-couple belonging to Kollam Sasthamkotta, Shri.
Narayanapilla and Smt. Kamalamma.Though the parents moved from Kollam to Malappuram for
teaching job, his father later joined the Kasaragod Government School as a teacher. Though he loved
music from his early childhood, he didn't get the opportunity at home to pursue his passion. He did
his schooling at the Thirunavaya Navamukunda School till the 10th grade. He gratefully remembers
how recognizing his talent, Santha teacher took him to participate in competitions at the Sub-District
and District level Youth Festivals. By then, he had his pre-degree from Ponnani M E S College and
graduated from the Tirur Arts College, his love for music grew with him.

The priority then was to support his family by securing a job. While pursuing graduation, he joined
the Indian Air Force, completed his training from Avadi, Chennai, and got his first posting at Sirsa,
Haryana. By then, he had a BA from Andhra University as well. From Sirsa, he went to work at Bhuj,
Secunderabad, Tezpur(Assam), Bagdogra(West Bengal), and Delhi for 20 long years.

While he was at Secunderabad, he married Dhanya, who is a homemaker. Manoj proudly says that



Dhanya is his best buddy, encourager, and critic who gets to be the first to hear his renditions. Air
Force couldn't take his mind off his love for music and his craze for a saxophone. With the help of a
friend, he buys a saxophone while working in Delhi, and starts learning to play the instrument. Once
he left the defense service in 2016, he worked for a while with the British Council and then for a
short period in Qatar, and returned in 2017. He joined the Bank of India in 2020, at its Kaloor branch.
From there he was transferred to Kandassankadavu and Thrissur branches after which he joined the
Puthenpeedika branch where he is presently posted.

He started focussing more on his passion after joining the banking service. He was introduced to
Talented Bankers by Smitha who worked in Kandassankadavu branch. Manoj loves music just the
same as playing saxophone. He has written and composed a few songs, which are about to be
recorded. He is happy that he could co-direct a drama based on a story by CS Chandrika, and
directed by Dr. Samkutty Pattomkary, at the International Theatre Festival. While at Delhi, he was a
prominent member of the Janasamskriti naadan paatu sanghom.

Manoj resides at Kadavalloor, Thrissur with Dhanya and his son Nayandev who is presently pursuing
Commerce at Kendriya Vidyalaya. One of his brothers is working in Malaysia after serving in the
Indian Navy, and the other is the state sales head in Max Life Insurance.

Manoj reveals that our TB Kottayam was a wonderful stage experience for him. Any stage, where
your passion is appreciated well, is heartwarming. Music is life... He feels that any heart that cradles
at least bits of his music gives him an encouraging stage effect. Manoj holds Hindustani music close
to his soul. As he wishes, may he be blessed to write and compose numerous beautiful songs... may
all his dreams come true. We, the Talented Bankers family are with you Manoj, with full support in all
your endeavours in the field of music.



